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Nuffic -

International Recognition Department

 To support incoming and outgoing student/employment mobility

 Since Jan. 2015: free credential evaluations for all 3rd country 

migrants, incl. refugees

 Special procedure for refugees without documents: ‘Indication of 

Education Level’

Country 2015 2016 

Afghanistan 58 54 

Eritrea 35 160 

Iraq 103 143 

Iran  310 340 

Syria 589 2423 

Total 1059 3120 

 



Indication Education Level

 Personal details applicant

 Name diploma/educational institute

 Comparison to the Dutch education system

 Disclaimer



Admission of refugees

without documents to university

 Institutional autonomy resulting in different procedures

 Confusion about rules and regulations

 ‘Good practice’ available at some universities



Toolkit for admission of refugees

without documents

1. Explanation of the legal framework

2. Flow chart

3. Interview format admissions office

4. Interview format academic staff



Toolkit - Legal framework

 LRC – Article 7

 Dutch law (WHW): admission of refugees without documents is 

permitted

Universities are free to develop their own procedures, provided

transparent decision making is ensured and the procedures is described

in the institutional examination regulation



Toolkit - Flow chart



Toolkit - Interview formats

 Examples of standard questionnaires for admissions officers and

academic staff

 To structure the procedure and ensure transparent decision making

 Questions about… prior education, work experience, study choice

and motivation, language proficiency

 Additional testing if necessary (Toefl, GMAT, 21+ test…)



To summarize

 Role Nuffic: Facilitator & expert on credential evaluation

 Starting point: ‘good practice’ of universities

 Objective: ‘Peer to peer’ advise on admission of refugees without 
documents. Not mandatory

 Key message: Have a flexible approach towards admission of 
refugees without documents. Develop customized procedures

https://www.nuffic.nl/en/refugees 


